. Some species, such as E. haldemani Howard (Gerling 1967) or E. mundus Mercet (Kapadia & Puri 1990) , are major constituents of the parasitoid complex of B. tabaci in different countries. In Cuba, Eretmocerus sp. was only found once, on peppers, in the Central and Eastern regions in 1991. Signiphora sp. is a hyperparasitoid and it was collected from samples taken from tomato, cabbage, squash, cucumber and sweet potato from the Western and Central agricultural areas of Cuba.
Paecilomyces fumosoroseus (Wize).-P. fumosoroseus is considered a potential biological control agent of the sweet potato whitefly (Osborne et al. 1990 ). First epizootics of P. fumosoroseus were found in April 1990 in the South Havana area after a period of heavy rain. The same situation was observed in 1991 and 1992 when the weather was very humid. Osborne et al. (1990) found over 90% mortality of fourth instar nymphs treated with the fungus in the laboratory. In Cuba, natural epizootics killed 70-80% of nymphs in the field. The fungus also appeared spontaneously on B. tabaci in some of the greenhouses in the Institute of Plant Protection in Havana.
Theridula gonygaster Simon and Theridula sp.-These spiders of the family Theridiidae build small webs on the lower surface of the leaves where they catch adults of the sweetpotato whitefly. They were observed very frequently in heavily infested cucumber, squash, sweet potato and tomato fields in the Western and Central regions of the country. Delphalstus pallidus LeC. (Coccinellidae), Chrysopa exterior Navas ( Chrysopidae ) and Cyrtopeltis varians (Dist.) (Miridae).-Despite their wide distribution in Cuba these predators were not frequently associated with B. tabaci. Immatures found on infested sweet potato and cucurbit leaves in the field completed their development in the laboratory when they were fed on sweetpotato whitefly larvae. In California, D. pusillus is under study for use in management programs for B. tabaci (Heinz et al. 1994) .
In general, parasitoids and predators did not seem to have a strong effect as limiting factors of the sweet potato whitefly populations. Apparently crop species did not affect parasitism, but a greater diversity of natural enemies was found in cucurbits, tomato and sweet potato. The fungus P. fumosoroseus showed a high percentage of parasitism, but only during very humid periods, making it a good candidate for biocontrol in greenhouses. This is Journal Experimental Series No R-04117.
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Surveys for natural enemies of the sweet potato whitefly, Bemisia tabaci (Guenn.), were conducted in Cuba from January to April 1990 April , 1991 April and 1992 . Four parasitoids ( Encarsia luteola Howard, E. nigricephala Dozier, E. quaintancei Howard and Eretmocerus sp.), one hyperparasitoid ( Signiphora sp.), an entomopathogenic fungus ( Paecilomyces fumosoroseus (Wize)) and five predators ( Theridula gonygaster Simon, Theridula sp. Delphastus pallidus LeC., Chrysopa exterior Navas, and Cyrtopeltis varians (Dist.)) were detected.
